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May,  1987  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 
plied  for  membership.  If  no  written  obections  are  received  by  July  1, 
1987,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2227  S.  Charles  Talamo,  2 Perley  Evans  Drive,  Randolph,  Miss.  02368 
(Foreign  Minors,  English  Merchant's  Tokens) 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-90  Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford,  P.  0.  Box  5161,  N.T.  Station,  Denton,  TX 
76203 

LM-91  Garland  Harper,  4411  Lawnview,  Dallas,  TX  75227 
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We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  & Value  Preference  of  Use 


BREW,  Don 
KNAPEK,  Zdenek 
LOMPA,  Gustav 
SCOTT,  Stanley  C. 
VAN  ELSEN,  Lucien 
WEST,  Kenneth 


$20.00  Cash 
4 Coins  (NVS) 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

Francois  van  Hoof 


JM50.SevM: 1982  :LNR 
SEVEROV,  M.  V. 

La  Litteratuve  numismatique  dans  la  Russie  du  XVIIIeme  siecle. 

Pub.  1982,  58pp,  not  ill  us. 

Randolph  Zander 

RN50 .MarS : 1961 : MAL I A 
MARTINI,  SIR0  DE 

Medallistas  Argentinos.  Luis  I.  Aquino. 
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Pub.  1961  , 57pp,  i 1 1 us . 

FB50 . PraA : 1 934 :MMAH 
PRADEAU,  ALBERTO  F. 

The  Mexican  Mints  of  Alamos  and  Hevmosillo , 

ANS  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs.  #63.  Pub.  1934,  73pp,  ill  us. 

SG20 . Anon : 1 982 :0MR 
ANONYMOUS 

Orders  and  Medals  of  the  USSR  (Russian  Text). 

Author  unknown.  Pub.  1982,  200pp,  ill  us. 

KB10.BowH:1943:NBFE 
BOWKER,  HOWARD  FRANKLIN 

A numismatic  bibliography  of  the  Far  East.  A check  list  of 
titles  in  European  languages . 

Pub.  1943,  144p,  not  illus. 

SA30 . DorH : 1 946 : RM 

DORLING,  HENRY  TAPRELL 

Ribbons  and  medals.  Naval , military j air  force  and  civil. 

Pub.  1946,  209pp,  illus. 

FA15.FurE: 1974: CLAC 
FURBER,  E.  A.  (Editor) 

The  coinages  of  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  An  anthology 
of  articles  reprinted  from  ANA's  THE  NUMISMATIST. 

Pub.  1974,  486pp,  illus. 

RF1 5 .Glen : 1986 :MCTFR 
GLENDINING'S 

The  collection  of  medals , coins  & tokens  of  the  French  Revol- 
ution & Napoleon , 1789  to  1815.  Medals  & essary  of  the  French 
Pretenders . 

Glendining  catalog  Pub.  1986,  39pp,  w/plates. 

PB30 . HocA : 1 974 : CTM 
HOCH,  A.  D.  (Editor) 

Canadian  tokens  and  medals.  An  anthology  of  articles  reprint- 
ed from  ANA's  THE  NUMISMATIST. 

Pub.  1974,  333pp,  illus. 

SG20.KolG: 1983:0MR 

KOLECHNKOV , G.A./ROZHKOZ,  A.M. 

Orders  and  medals  of  the  USSR.  (Russian  Text) 

Pub.  1983,  301 pp , w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  member  E.  P. 

Lukert  for  his  donation  of  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  Please  refer  to  a separate  note  in  this  BULLETIN  regarding  do- 
nations to  the  three  NI  Libraries. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 


DONATIONS  TO  THE  NI  LIBRARIES 


NI  has  benefited  greatly  in  the  past  through  the  generous  donations  by 
its  members  of  numismatic  books,  magazines  and  catalogs  to  the  various 
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libraries  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  this  generosity  will  continue. 

We  have  not,  nor  do  we  intend  to,  place  any  restrictions  on  the  quant- 
ity or  quality  of  numismatic  material  that  is  sent  to  us.  What  is  one 
collector's  excess  has  turned  out  time  and  again  to  fill  the  desperate 
need  of  another  researcher.  As  a result  of  this  policy  we  have  encour- 
aged our  members  to  clean  off  their  shelves,  pack  and  ship  and  let  us 
worry  about  what  to  do  with  the  material.  It  is  our  intention  to  con- 
tinue with  this  program  but  with  one  important  consideration  when  do- 
nating material  to  any  of  the  NI  Libraries. 

Please  remember  that  IRS  regulations  (for  U.S.  taxpayers)  prohibit  us 
from  appraising  your  gifts.  Even  though  we  are  quite  qualifed  to  do 
so,  the  IRS  holds  that  as  librarians  for  NI  we  are  not  disinterested 
parties.  As  a result  of  this  restriction  any  member  who  wishes  to 
take  advantage  of  a donation  to  one  of  the  NI  libraries  for  tax  pur- 
poses must  establish  the  value  of  the  gift  themselves,  either  through 
records  as  to  cost  or  through  other  qualified  appraisers.  We  cannot 
do  it  for  you.  We  earnestly  hope  that  this  will  not  dissuade  you 
from  continuing  your  support  of  NI  as  it  is  definitely  needed  and  sin- 
cerely appreciated.  For  further  information  you  might  wish  to  refer 
to  IRS  Publication  526  as  revised  November  1986.  The  problem  is  really 
not  as  difficult  as  it  may  sound. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 

***** 

"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  (1986)  TO  BE  PRESENTED 


The  voting  has  been  tallied  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for 
articles  appearing  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  during  1986.  The  final  results 
are  as  follows: 


First  Place:  Dr.  Kenneth  Aring.  "The  Venetian  Grosso  and  It's 

Imitations".  (April,  1986). 

Second  Place:  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.  "An  Introduction  to  Byzantine 

Coinage",  Nos.  9b  - 20  (January  thru  December,  1986). 

Third  Place;  John  L.  Pieratt  & Anton  Fox.  "French  Indo  China  1/4 

Centine  1941  - Fantasy  or  ...?".  (February,  1986). 


Fourth  Place: 
(Tie) 


0.  D.  Cresswell.  "Some  Problems  of  the  Bulletin  Coinage 
of  Siam".  (October,  1986). 

Horace  P.  Flatt.  "Peruvian  5,  10,  and  20  Centavos 
1918-1965".  (September,  1986). 


Again,  the  voting  was  very  close  with  the  first  place  winner  receiving 
21.4%  of  the  vote,  second  place  17.9%,  third  place  14.3%  and  fourth 
place  7.1%.  Six  other  articles  received  votes  in  the  competition. 

Our  congratulations  to  Dr.  Kenneth  Aring,  a repeat  winner  in  this 
annual  competition.  Dr.  Aring's  "A  Numismatist  on  the  Trail  of  Marco 
Polo"  (October,  1984)  won  two  years  ago. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 
Fred  Drost,  Article  Editor 
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EDITORIAL: 


Recently  we  received  a blank  ballot  for  the  1986  "Best  Article  of  the 
Year"  Award  from  one  of  our  prominent  member  authors  stating  the  following: 


"Fifteen  of  these  21  articles  are  on  Asian  numismatics  where  I am 
not  competent  to  judge!" 


Painfully,  your  editors  are  well  aware  of  the  high  percentage  of  material 
published  on  Asian  numismatics.  The  only  comment  we  can  offer  is  that 
all  the  material  we  receive  is  donations  from  member  authors  and  we  can- 
not control  the  subject  matter.  Nothing  would  satisfy  us  more  if  we 
could  received  a well  balanced  subject  material  on  many  different  interests 
of  the  membership. 


Does  anyone  have  suggestions  or  solutions  to  help  us  maintian  a more 
balanced  subject  matter  in  the  NI  BULLETIN? 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 


*************************************************************************** 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  A COLOMBIA  MINT 

Herman  Blanton 3 London 3 OHIO , USA,  NI  2121 


The  following  quote  was  found  on  page  316  of  The  Modem  Traveller  - 
Colombia , published  in  London  (England)  in  1825: 


British  Royal  Navy  Captain  Charles  Stuart  Cochrane  travelled  in 
Colombia  during  the  period  of  1823-1824.  Doubtlessly  many  chances 
were  being  instituted  at  that  time  of  transition  from  colonial  to 
republican  government.  Captain  Cochrane  is  referring  to  the  mint  of 
Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  when  he  noted,  "The  mint  is  a large,  plain  building. 
In  consequence  of  the  mistaken  policy  of  the  Government,  in  giving 
merely  a debenture  for  the  uncoined  gold  brought  to  them  by  the 
natives,  instead  of  returning,  as  in  former  times,  a proDortionate 
quantity  of  coined  metal,  the  machinery,  etc.,  of  this  place  is  at 
a standstill,  and  its  treasury  entirely  exhausted.  If,  as  formerly, 
they  gave  their  coined  gold  dust  brought  to  them,  they  would  form  a 
rich  treasury  from  the  quantities  that  would  be  oroduced  by  the  people: 
who  now  keep  back  their  gold,  and,  consequently,  can  only  dispense  of 
it  at  a very  great  loss,  or  else  keep  it  in  hand,  which  prevents  them 
from  hiring  more  negroes  to  work  their  mines,  or  even  supDort  those 
they  have.  In  fact,  this  measure  paralyzes  every  branch  of  the  state, 
inasmuch  as  it  ciives  a check  to  industry,  and  creates  mistrust." 


******************************************************** **************** 
"AMICTUS" 


The  covering  for  the  head  as  used  on  coins  in  ancient  times,  such  as 
crowns,  Diadems,  helmets,  lion  scalps  or  elephant  scalps,  etc.,  were 
called  "Amictus"  by  the  ancient  Romans. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS: 

THE  EGYPTIAN  CAMPAIGN 

David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  # 894 

(Ed.:  This  is  the  second  of  a series  on  NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS.  The  first 

of  the  series  appeared  in  the  October,  1985  (pp.  293-303)  issue  of  the 

NI  BULLETIN  under  the  title  "Napoleonic  Medals:  The  Five  Battles". 


The  second  group  of  Napoleonic  medals  has  as  its  subject  the  campaign 
waged  by  General  Bonaparte  in  Egypt.  The  group  was  not  designed  and 
struck  until  a few  years  after  that  campaign,  when  the  Medal  Mint  was 
reestablished  and  Vivant  Denon  appointed  its  Director.  A law  had  been 
established  in  France  under  the  monarchy  which  made  medal-making  a 
state  monopoly.  Individuals  could  prepare  dies  but  the  striking  had 
to  be  done  at  a government  mint.  This  law,  in  abeyance  during  the 
revolution,  was  enforced  again  when  Napoleon  was  ruling  France.  Ef- 
fectively, medals  were  censored  as  well  as  books.  A slight  problem 
arose  when  First  Consul  Bonaparte  appointed  a chief  of  the  Medal  Mint; 
it  was  discovered  that  there  was  an  incumbent,  Citizen  Decotte.  He 
was  pensioned  off,  but  then  it  was  found  that  he  had  mingled  his  pri- 
vate collection  of  medal  dies  with  those  which  were  state  property, 
with  no  record  of  what  belonged  to  whom.  I suppose  the  problem  was 
solved  by  paying  him  something,  although  the  only  records  I have  seen 
involve  small  payments  to  Decotte 's  heirs  a few  years  later  for  some 
odds  and  ends.  "A  decree  of  the  30th  Fructidor,  year  XI.  (17th  Sep- 
tempber  1803),  placed  it  (the  Medal  Mint)  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  Director-general  of  the  Museum  of  Arts."  (Edwards.  The  Napol- 
eon Medals,  p.20).  In  July  1804  the  First  Consul  had  it  moved  from 
the  Louvre  to  buildings  adjoining  the  Coin  Mint. 

BRAMSEN  380.  THE  MEDAL  MINT  REESTABLISHED 

Two  draped  femal  figures  lean  against  a 
medal  press.  The  one  on  the  right  repre- 
sents the  Roman  Goddess  Moneta;  she  holds 
a medal  in  her  right  hand.  The  figure  on 
the  left  is  Clio,  Goddess  of  History;  she 
records  the  striking  of  the  medal  on  a 
tablet.  In  the  exergue  is  the  date  MDCCCIV 
(1804).  The  reverse  of  the  medal  (not 
illustrated)  is  a simple  laurel  wreath 
surrounding  a blank  field.  In  later  years 
this  medal  was  struck  with  the  head  of 
Louis  XVIII  replacing  the  wreath;  later 
still,  after  the  Bourbons  were  gone,  the 
medal  was  issued  with  the  head  of  Louis 
replaced  by  that  of  Napoleon. 

It  looks  as  though  Denon's  program  of  medals  for  Napoleon  started  out 
small.  The  Mint  was  already  selling  copies  of  the  medal  Duvivier  had 


Obverse  ( 40mm) 
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presented  to  the  National  Institute,  an  impressive  56mm  work  honoring 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  France. 

HENNIN  811.  THE  TREATY  OF  CAMPO  FORMIO 


( 56mm) 


One  of  the  most  appealing  portraits  of  the  young  revolutionary  general, 
this  shows  the  skill  of  Duvivier. 

The  reverse  is  the  allegorical  type  so  loved  by  medallists.  The  con- 
quering hero  rides  a charger  (no  common  word  like  horse  befits  a con- 
quering hero)  led  by  Minerva  and  Liberty.  The  Victory  flying  overhead 
crowns  the  victor  with  laurel,  while  he  waves  an  olive  branch.  The 
Victory  carries  the  Apollo  Belvidere,  part  of  the  loot  from  Italy. 

Denon's  first  medals  were  less  ambitious  than  this;  there  were  appar- 
ently only  five  or  six,  32  to  35mm  in  diameter.  One  commemorated  the 
first  battle  of  the  first  Italian  campaign. 

HENNIN  731.  THE  BATTLE  OF  MONTENOTTE 


( 40mm) 


The  portrait  had  been  prettied  up.  The  reverse  is  equally  uninspired, 
already  a cliche  in  ancient  Roman  times.  The  Battle  of  Montenotte 
began  the  separation  of  the  two  enemy  armies  which  was  completed  by 
the  Battle  of  Dego. 
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Another  medal  commemorated  the  capture  of  Mantua  in  that  campaign,  a 
subject  already  dealt  with  earlier,  but  this  one  celebrates  Vergil, 
because  that  famous  Latin  poet  was  from  Mantua. 

HENNIN  781,  782.  THE  CAPITULATION  OF  MANTUA 


( 35mm) 


The  obverse  is  an  imaginary  head  of  the  poet;  the  swan  on  the  reverse 
refers  equally  to  him. 

The  other  medals  of  this  first  group  from  the  Paris  Mint  will  be  de- 
scribed later. 

The  five  members  of  the  Directorate,  the  executive  body  of  France, 
were  perhaps  the  least  popular  men  in  France.  While  Bonaparte  was 
still  in  Italy  there  had  been  an  attempt  to  reestablish  the  monarchy, 
to  return  the  Bourbons  to  the  throne.  The  counter-revolution  had 
been  defeated  by  invalidating  the  election  of  royalists  and  arresting 
and  deporting  representatives  who  were  of  that  party.  The  troops  who 
supported  the  directors  in  this  were  led  by  General  Augereau,  who 
just  happened  to  be  in  Paris  on  furlough  from  General  Bonaparte's 
army  in  Italy. 

The  Directors  apparently  realized  the  danger  of  keeping  the  victorius 
and  ambitious  general  in  Paris;  they  appointed  him  head  of  the  army 
designed  to  invade  England.  After  inspecting  the  French  fleet,  Bona- 
parte came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  resources  of  France  were  not 
sufficient  to  strike  directly  at  the  British.  It  was  probably  Talley- 
rand who  sold  Bonaparte  and  the  Directorate  on  the  idea  of  invading 
Egypt.  Although  France  and  the  Turkish  Empire  had  been  allies  for 
centuries,  the  Turkish  province  of  Egypt  was  ruled  by  Mameluke  princes, 
or  beys,  who  paid  only  token  allegiance  to  Turkey  and  spent  their 
time  fighting  among  themselves  and  harrassing  French  merchants.  The 
two  dominant  men  in  Egypt  were  Murad  Bey  and  Ibrahim  Bey.  The  beys 
had  strong  ties  to  British  merchants.  The  French,  then,  tried  the 
cover  story  that  they  were  conquering  the  beys  to  return  the  control 
of  Egypt  to  Turkey. 

The  facts  of  the  Egyptian  Campaign  have  been  exhaustively  documented 
by  Clement  Etienne  Lucien  Marie  de  le  Taffanel , Marquis  de  la  Jon- 
quiere,  in  his  five -volume  L-expediticm  d’Egypte  1798-1801  (1898- 
1906).  Where  I make  statements  concerning  facts  disputed  by  some  his- 
torians I am  relying  on  the  overwhelming  evidence  presented  by  the 
Marquis.  Although  Napoleon  abstracted  from  the  diplomatic  archives 
and  destroyed  copies  of  his  official  letters  of  this  period,  the 
archives  of  the  Ministry  of  War  preserve  letters  of  various  generals 
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involved,  diaries  of  officers,  the  official  siege  journal  kept  at 
Acre.  De  la  Jonquiere  used  these  sources,  as  well  as  contemporary 
accounts  by  two  Arabian  historians. 

The  British  fleet  had  temporarily  abandoned  the  Medi terranean , and 
the  French  calculated  that  a surprise  attack  on  the  Knights  of  Malta 
would  give  them  a secure  port  on  the  way  from  Toulon  to  Alexandria, 
Egypt.  A large  fleet  was  fitted  out  in  Toulon,  Marseille,  Genoa, 
and  Civita  Vecchia.  The  destination  was  a well-kept  secret;  the 
British  were  inclined  to  think  that  the  preparations  were  intended 
for  the  invasion  of  the  British  Isles.  After  the  British  learned 
that  the  French  fleet  had  sailed.  Nelson  took  a strong  force  and  went 
hunting  for  it.  Learning  that  the  French  had  been  seen  near  Malta, 
he  guessed  that  their  destination  was  Egypt  and  took  the  British 
fleet  to  Alexandria.  No  one  in  Alexandria  had  seen  them,  so  he 
headed  north  to  see  whether  they  were  attacking  Istanbul. 

Meanwhile,  the  French  captured  and  looted  Malta.  On  the  plus  side, 
this  enabled  Bonaparte  to  tell  the  Moslems  that  he  had  destroyed 
their  Christian  enemies,  the  Knights  of  Malta.  On  the  minus  side, 
this  antagonized  the  Czar  of  Russia,  Paul,  who  had  planned  to  spend 
400,000  rubles  to  secure  a treaty  with  the  Knights,  giving  Russia  a 
naval  base  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  French  then  sailed  to  Egypt. 

The  troops  went  ashore  and  assaulted  and  occupied  Alexandira  (2  July 
1798).  The  Battle  of  the  Pyramids,  fought  at  Embabah  near  Cairo  (21 
July),  defeated  the  Mamelukes  and  sent  Murad  Bey  fleeing  to  upper 
Egypt  and  Ibrahim  Bey  toward  Syria. 

HENNIN  850.  THE  CONQUEST  OF  LOWER  EGYPT,  YEAR  VII 


( 32mm) 


A male  figure  personifying  the  Nile  reclines  against  a sphinx,  sur- 
rounded by  seven  children.  On  the  reverse,  in  the  background  are  the 
three  pyramids  of  Gizeh.  The  type  is  copied  from  a statue  of  the  Nile 
in  the  Vatican  Museum.  The  medal  is  signed  by  Brenet  and  by  Denon, 
Director-general  of  the  Central  Museum  of  the  Arts. 

Nelson  returned  to  Egypt  and  demolished  the  French  fleet  in  the  Battle 
of  the  Nile.  From  this  time  on  Britannia  ruled  the  Mediterranean. 
Communication  between  France  and  Egypt  was  almost  impossible,  and 
Bonaparte  had  to  rely  on  the  country  he  was  occupying  to  supply  money, 
material , and  food. 

HENNIN  832.  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  NILE 
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The  reverse  of  this  privately- 
produced  medal  depicts  the  battle, 
with  the  inscription  ALMIGHTY  GOD 
HAS  BLESSED  HIS  MAJESTY'S  ARMS  and 
the  legend  VICTORY  OF  THE  NILE, 

AUGUST  1,  1798.  On  the  edge  is 
inscribed  A TRIBUTE  OF  REGARD.  FROM 
ALEXR  DAVISON  ESQR  ST  JAMES'S  SQUARE=. 
This  medal  was  issued  by  Davison  and 
presented  to  officers  and  men  who 
took  part  in  the  battle. 


Bonaparte  claimed  that  the  French 
defeat  was  caused  by  the  failure  of 
Admiral  Brueys  to  take  the  fleet  to 
Reverse  (47mm)  Corfu.  De  la  Jonquiere  cites  abund- 

ant evidence  that  the  fleet  lacked 
food  and  water  to  make  such  a voyage,  and  common  sense  tells  us  that 
Bonaparte  would  not,  at  that  point,  have  sent  away  his  only  means  of 
retreat  in  case  of  reverses. 

While  the  General  in  Chief  subdued  lower  Egypt  his  lieutenant,  General 
Desaix,  pursued  Murad  Bey  into  upper  Egypt  and  established  French 
control  in  that  part  of  Egypt. 

HENNIN  896.  THE  CONQUEST  OF  UPPER  EGYPT 


The  head  of  an  Egyptian  pharoah,  facing  left.  (In  all  the  older  books 
this  is  called  Isis,  but  in  Egyptian  iconography  Isis  wears  cow  horns 
and  a lunar  disk  on  her  head,  while  here  we  see  the  uraeus  crown  of 
upper  Egypt.)  Below,  AN  VII.  GALLE  F.  Reverse:  A crocodile  chained 
to  a palm  tree,  copied  from  Roman  coins  struck  at  Nimes  for  Augustus 
and  Tiberius.  Signed  DENON  DIREXIT  and  GALLE. 

HENNIN  879.  EGYPT  CONQUERED 

Head  of  General  Bonaparte  facing,  crowned  with  a lotus  wreath,  signed 
J.  JOUANNIN.  F.  and  DENON  D.  Reverse:  L'EGYPTE  CONQUISE  MDCCXCVIII. 

General  Bonaparte  in  classical  costume  and  holding  a sword,  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  two  richly  caparisoned  camels,  passes  between  the 
Column  of  Ptolemy  and  the  Needle  of  Cleopatra.  A Victory  flying  above 
carries  a palm  leaf  and  offers  the  victor  a laurel  wreath. 

The  fact  that  this  medal  is  larger  thn  the  other  two  for  the  campaign 
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( 40mm) 


indicates  that  it  was  not  among  the  first  medals  struck  after  Denon 
began  directing  the  Medal  Mint.  This  suspicion  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  the  drawings  and  dies  were  ordered  and  paid  for  in  1809. 
Fragonard  did  the  drawing,  Brenet  the  die-cutting,  (de  Fayolle. 

Reeherches  star  Bertrand  Anctrieu , p.  34). 

Desaix  was  still  dominating  upper  Egypt  when  General  Bonaparte  in- 
vaded Syria  to  ward  off  a threatened  attack  from  that  part  of  the 
Turkish  Empire.  He  did  not  exactly  cover  himself  with  glory  there; 
the  main  event  was  his  failure  to  capture  Acre,  a stronghold  of  re- 
sistance. A British  squadron  under  Sir  Sidney  Smith  protected  that 
port  and,  curiously,  a French  military  engineer  named  Phelipeaux, 
who  had  been  in  the  royal  military  school  with  Bonaparte,  assisted 
in  the  defense. 

In  a letter  Sir  Sidney  sent  back  to  England  he  took  a dim  view  of  the 
situation:  (9  May  1799) 

"Bonaparte  will  undoubtedly  make  another  attack,  the  breach  being 
practicable  to  a column  fifty  men  wide.  The  city  is  not  and 
never  has  been  capable  of  being  defended  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  art,  but  it  will  be  defended  by  every  other  means,  not 
because  it  is  itself  worth  the  pain  but  because  we  foresee  that 
it  is  by  this  breach  that  Bonaparte  will  march  to  new  conquests. 

On  the  issue  of  this  combat  hangs  the  opinion  of  the  multitude  of 
spectators  on  the  surrounding  mountains,  who  only  await  the  out- 
come to  join  the  victor.  With  such  reinforcements  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  known  projects,  Constantinople  and  even  Vienna  will 
feel  violent  shocks. 

Be  assured.  Milord,  that  the  greatness  of  our  obligations  does 
but  increase  the  energy  of  our  efforts  and  our  zeal  to  fulfil  our 
duty,  and  although  we  may  and  probably  shall  be  defeated,  I dare 
say  that  the  French  army  will  be  so  weakened  before  that  event 
that  it  will  not  be  able  to  profit  from  a victory  which  will  have 
cost  it  so  dearly." 

De  la  Jonquire,  Vol . 4,  p.  485. 

Sir  Sidney  was  too  pessimistic.  Abandoning  the  siege  (20  May  1799) 
after  the  garrison  was  reinforced  by  a Turkish  army  sailing  toward 
Egypt  but  conscripted  by  Sir  Sidney,  and  decimated  by  the  plague. 
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the  French  returned  to  Egypt,  leaving  troops  in  the  fortress  of  El 
Arich  to  prevent  an  invasion  from  Syria.  Those  soldiers  still  able 
to  march  made  a grand  entrance  into  Cairo  with  banners  flying  and  the 
band  playing;  General  Bonaparte  announced  that  Acre  had  been  destroyed 
and  the  enemy  beaten.  On  the  21st  of  June,  1799,  Bonaparte  issued 
orders  to  his  chief  naval  office,  Guateaume,  to  keep  the  two  frigates 
Muiron  and  Carrere  ready  to  leave  for  France.  It  is  probably  that 
while  camped  before  Acre,  Bonaparte  had  received  a letter,  which  his 
brother  Joseph  had  paid  a courier  20,000  francs  to  deliver,  that  de- 
termined him  to  return  to  France  as  soon  as  possible. 

Before  Bonaparte  returned  to  France,  however,  he  had  to  deal  with  an 
invasion  by  sea  of  a Turkish  army.  In  the  Battle  of  Aboukir  Bay  (25 
July  1799)  the  invaders  were  wiped  out.  Shortly  thereafter  General 
Bonaparte  seized  the  opportunity  afforded  him  by  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  British  ships  which  had  been  blockading  Alexandria.  Gather- 
ing his  papers,  a guard  of  about  200  men,  several  of  his  generals, 
and  a few  of  the  scientists  who  had  accompanied  the  expedition,  he 
embarked  from  the  coast  outside  of  Alexandria  (22  August  1799)  and 
his  small  fleet  headed  for  France  and  18  Brumaire. 


HENNIN  921 . BONUS  EVENTUS 


The  Roman  God  of  Happy  Outcomes,  nude,  standing,  grain  stalks  in  one 
hand  and  a patera  in  the  other.  Signed  GALLE  F.  Reverse:  ARRIVEE 

A FREJUS,  XVII  VENDRE  AN  VIII.  (9  October  1799).  The  two  frigates 
and  two  small  ships  which  brought  General  Bonaparte  and  his  party  back 
to  France.  Signed  GALLE  F.  and  DEN0N  D. 

The  popularity  of  Napoleon  was  immense,  not  only  in  France  but  also 
in  many  of  the  German  states.  Several  jettons  portraying  Bonaparte 
were  issued  in  north  Germany,  although  in  the  Austrian  Empire  people 
found  with  medals  portraying  him  were  arrested. 

A note  from  "Le  Moniteur",  2 December  1798,  reads  "In  the  hereditary 
lands  of  the  House  of  Austria  an  order  has  been  published  which  en- 
joins the  customs  officials  to  seize  all  medals  with  a portrait  of 
Bonaparte  and  to  indicate  in  their  reports  both  the  persons  from 
whom  the  medals  were  confiscated  and  those  to  whom  they  were  being 
sent.  It  seems  that  the  Elector  of  Saxony  has  also  forbidden  the 
sale  in  the  free  city  of  Leipzig  of  a picture  of  this  same  Bonaparte 
which  was  engraved  by  Uhlemann  in  Dresden .. .A1 1 that  is  lacking  now 
is  for  the  grave  sovereigns  of  Europe  to  form  a coalition  against  the 
glory  of  a great  man,  like  those  peoples  of  the  Nile  who  imagine  that 
their  savage  cries  can  stop  the  course  of  the  sun." 
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The  result  of  the  Egyptian  expedition  came  on  the  9th  of  November, 

1799  (18  Brumaire,  year  8 in  the  republican  calendar),  when  General 
Bonaparte  defeated  the  directors  and  assumed  command  of  the  country. 
Before  the  Egyptian  expedition  General  Kleber  had  sounded  out  Bona- 
parte about  mounting  a military  coup  d'etat;  this  helps  explain  why 
Kleber  was  left  in  charge  of  the  army  back  in  Egypt  when  Bonaparte 
returned  to  France.  Another  rival,  Bernadotte  ,■ had  his  own  plans  to 
overthrow  the  directors;  years  later  when  Bernadotte  was  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden  he  told  Sir  Walter  Scott  that  he  had  tried  to  have  Bonaparte 
court-martialed  for  deserting  his  troops  in  Egypt,  but  his  attempt 
was  unsuccessful  and  the  hero  who  had  returned  from  Egypt  had  over- 
powering support  when  he  made  his  move. 

* k'k'k'k'k'k'kic-k'k’k’k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k  * * * * * » 

GUERNSEY'S  1830-1949  COINS  STRUCK  BY  PRIVATE  MINTS  IN  BIRMINGHAM 


Guernsey , 8 Doubles,  1914E 

Beginning  in  1830  and  running  through  1949,  all  the  coins  issed  for 
Guernsey,  the  Channel  Island,  were  struck  by  private  mints  in  Birming- 
ham, England.  The  coins  struck  by  Ralph  Heaton  & Sons  all  bear  the 
familiar  "H"  mintmark.  The  Soho  Mint  of  Matthew  Boulton  and  James 
Watt  & Co.  and  the  Henry  Jay  & Co.  and  Partridge  & Co.  all  struck 
coins  for  Guernsey  at  one  time  or  another,  but  none  of  these  companies 
used  a distinguishing  mark  of  any  kind. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


THE  COINAGE  QF  GEMELLA 


Gemella,  a town  in  Hispania  Tarraconensis , 
was  founded  by  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus, 
partly  for  the  veterans  of  LEGIO  VI,  Fer- 
rala,  and  partly  for  the  veterans  of  LEG. 
VI,  Victrix.  The  coins  issued  by  these 
two  legions  for  this  colony  are  limited 
to  the  reigns  of  the  first  three  emperors, 
Augustus,  Tiberius  and  Caligula.  The  re- 
verses of  these  coins  are  usually  themes 
typical  of  a military  colony. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LMt-12 

No.  24b  - IRENE,  THE  MOST  PIOUS  (Sole  797-802) 

Irene's  main  distinction  is  that  of  being  the  first  woman  to  rule  the 
Empire  in  her  own  right.  Actually,  she  left  rule  to  two  of  her  minis- 
ters (who  spent  their  time  in  intrigues)  and  sought  to  be  popular  by 
reducing  taxation  (sound  modern?),  building  convents  and  founding  char- 
ities (whence  her  church  title).  However,  the  state  was  impoverished 
and  little  able  to  oppose  either  the  powerful  Abbasid  Dynasty  or  the 
Bulgarians . 

During  a palace  revolution  she  was  deposed  and  exiled  to  Chalke  Island 
(one  of  the  Princes  Islands  in  the  Marmara  - a favorite  place  for  exile 
and  burial,  whence  the  name  - a short  distance  from  Constantinople  and 
today  full  of  summer  homes  - modern  Heybeli)  and  later  died  in  misery 
on  Lesbos. 

The  main  event  of  her  reign  was  the  final  division  of  the  West  and  East 
portions  of  the  old  Roman  Empire  when  the  Pope  Leo  III  crowned  Charle- 
magne in  A.D.  800  as  Emperor  of  the  West  - whence  the  medieval  fantasy 
of  the  "Holy,  Roman,  Empire". 

The  Coinage 


The  gold  is  excessively  rare  and  there  is  no  silver. 

(Note : The  dies  for  this  period,  or  at  least  the  lettering,  were  so 

very  crude  and  that,  coupled  often  with  poor  striking,  makes  the  legends 
hard  to  read  accurately.  Different  catalogues  will  give  different  read- 
ings for  the  same  coin.) 


GOLD: 


Solidus , Constantinople 


Sol i d i were  struck  in  Constantinople 
arid  Syracuse,  the  characteristic 
being  the  bust  of  Irene  on  each 
side.  The  Constantinople  type  reads 
£ ! R. l h H toASIL1SSH  (both  sides). 

The  Syracuse  coins  reads  on  the 
IPEN-AfOSr  (variants). 


She  also  wears  the  chlamys  and 
holds  the  akakia.  On  the  reverse  she  wears  the  loros  and  holds  the 
Cross  Potens.  It  reads:  AfOVST. 


There  is  a variety  in  which  she  wears  the  loros  on  the  obverse  and 
the  legend  reads:  eiPiNH  b as i l i s i . Its  reverse  reads:  bASiLis  . 

Both  types  are  excessively  rare. 

COPPER: 

The  follis  has  her  bust  and  a legend  eiPibH  bAS  on  the  obverse,  with  a 
large  "M"  between  XXXX  (stacked  vertically)  and  NNN  (stacked  vertically), 
and  an  "A"  beneath.  (Illustrated  following  page.) 
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FollzSf  Constantinople 

********* *****************************************************.*.*..*.*..*.*.**.* 


"ACERRA",  THE  PERFUME  BOX 


"Acerra"  was  a small  box  for  holding  perfumes  in  ancient  Roman  times. 
The  box  can  be  seen  on  Roman  coins  in  the  hands  of  female  figures, 
usually  with  the  legend  of  "PI ETAS  AVG".  This  box  was  in  cylindrical 
form  on  the  coins  of  the  earlier  emperors,  but  later  appears  to  have 
been  of  a different  shape  with  a handle,  as  seen  on  the  coins  of 
Faustina  the  Elder  illustrated  here.  The  coin  also  shows  the  other 
form  of  a "Acerra",  as  it  was  also  a ceremonial  vase  used  to  hold 
perfumes  at  Roman  interments,  and  it  was  deposited  with  the  remains. 
It  was  common  practice  to  burn  perfumes  at  burials,  and  the  term 
"Acerra"  was  also  applied  to  the  altar  as  well  as  to  the  vessel  used. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


********************************************************************** 


A MONUMENT  TO  EMPEROR  AUGUSTUS 


The  people  of  Rome  built  a monument  to  show  the  public  gratitude  to  the 
Emperor  Augustus,  who  by  making  and  repairing  great  roads,  had  contrib- 
uted to  the  safety  of  the  public.  He  did  this  at  his  own  expense  and 
even  gave  the  treasury  of  Rome  all  the  money  which  he  received  from 
his  victories  over  the  foreign  enemies  of  his  country. 

The  monument  itself  has  been  lost  to  history,  but  the  event  is  recorded 
on  some  coins  with  the  legends  S.P.Q.R.  IMP  CAE  QVOD  V M S EX  EA  P Q 
IS  AD  A DE.  This  stands  for  "Senatus  Popul usque  Romanus,  Imperatori 
Caesari , Quod  Viae  Munitae  Sint  Ex  Ea  Pecunia,  Quam  Is  Ad  Aerarium 
Detul i sset" . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Sdndergaard  translates  " Battle  of  Copenhagen " Medal 
in  response  to  Block's  Member  Notice  Page  Request. 

I herewith  send  you  something  about  "The  Battle  of  Copenhagen"  Medal 
and  its  history,  requested  by  Mr.  David  Block.  It  is  from  my  late 
German  friend,  Mr.  Walter  Bblke,  which  he  published  in  the  German 
numismatic  magazine,  Geldgeschlichteliche  Nachrichten , no.  78,  1980. 

I translated  it  from  the  German  language  into  Danish  and  published  it 
in  the  Numismatisk  Rapport , publication  of  the  Danish  Numismatic 
Society,  1983,  no.  1. 

You  may  use  it  all  just  as  you  like,  (translated  now  into  English); 

I hope  Mr.  Block  will  be  deliahted  with  the  informations;  this  theme 
since  1801  has  filled  many  books! 

Translation  of  The  "Battle  of  Copenhagen"  Medal,  1801: 

GUP  0G  DEN  RETAAERDIGE  SAG  - ( God  and  the  Just  Cause).  It  shows 
A Warrior  in  Roman  dress  receiving  a sword  from  the  sitting  Justitia. 

In  Exergue:  "Loos"  - A famous  medallist  in  Berlin. 

The  reverse  inscription  reads  from  left: 

FIENDENS  OVERMAGT  TI LBAGEDREVEN  - ( The  Superior  force  of  the  Enemy 

Repulsed) . 

It  shows  the  same  Warrior  with  a shield,  upon  which  is  the 

cross  of  the  Dannebrog,  fights  against  a sea  monster  with  five  heads 

which  vomits  fire. 

In  exergue:  KIOBENHAVN  / 2 April  1801 

Diameter:  39  mm.  Weight  19  grams.  Silver. 

MK  = THE  ROYAL  COIN  AND  MEDAL  CABINET  IN  COPENHAGEN 
0M  = THE  COLLECTION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ODENSE  (where  the  famous  writer  of 
fairy  tales  HANS  CHRISTIAN  ANDERSEN  was  born). 

Catalog  nos.  BERGSOE  32  / BRAMSEN  2157 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Tyge  Stfndergaard 
Naestved,  DANMARK. 

*********************************************************************** 
METAL  FRENZY  1980  STYLE 

We  all  remember  that  frenetic  and  fantastic  period.  But,  do  you  remem- 
ber the  dates  on  which  the  London  gold  and  silver  prices  hit  their 
peaks?  Here  they  are  for  your  notebooks.  Silver  peaked  first  - on 
January  18  that  year  - it  hit  $49.45.  And  three  days  later  - on  Janu- 
ary 21st  - gold  hit  the  fantastic  sum  of  $850.00  per  ounce. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays;  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or  bet- 

ter for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete.  C 
= Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  (----)  = Complete 
except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

GERMANY,  WEST:  Y101  - CX  (1948D,J);  Y102  - C;  Y103  - C;  Y104  - CX  (1949G, 

1950GTTY105  - 1950  All,  1966F,  1967D,G,J,  1968D,F,J,  1969  All,  1 970F ,G , 
smallJ,  1 971 D ,F  ,G , 1972D,F,  1973D,F,J,  1 974D ,F , 1975D,  1 976F , J , 1977F,G,J, 
1 978D ,F ,G : Y106  - CX  (1963D.J,  1963D,G,  1964G,  1954G,  1966G,  1967G, 

1 968D ,G , 1969J);  Y106a  - 1968D,F,G,  1969  All,  1970D,  1971  All,  1 972D ,F ,J , 
1974F,  1975G,  1976D,  1977F.G,  1 978F ,G , 1 979D  ,F , 1980F;  Y107  - 1950  All, 

1 966D  ,F , 1967F,  1968F,  1969D,F,  1970F,  1971D,F,  1972D,J,  1973D,  1974G, 
1975F  , 1 976D ,F , 1977D,  1 978D ,F , 1 979D ,F ; Y108  - 1950A1  1 , 1966F,G,  1968F, 
1969A1  1 , 1 970D  ,F , 1971D,F,G, small  J,  1 972D  ,J  , 1973F,  1974D,F,J,  1975F, 

1 976D ,G ,J , 1977F,  1 978D ,F , 1979D,F,G,  1 980D ,F ; Y109  - 1950  All,  1966D,J, 

1 968D  ,F , 1 969D  ,F  ,G , 1 970D  ,F , J ; Y109a  - 1972F,J,  1973F,  1975F,  1977G, 

1978F,  1980F;  Y110  * C to  1980  X ( 1 955D , J , 1956G,  1957F,G,J,  1 958F ,J , 
1960F,  1 961 D ,G  ,J  , 1963J,  1964F,G,J,  1 965D  ,G  ,J , 1966D,G,  1967F,G,J, 

1968G , 1969  All,  1970J,  1 971 J , 1972J,  1973F,G,J,  1974D,G,J,  1 975D  ,G , 

1 976D  ,F , 1 97  7D  ,G  ,J  , 1978  All,  1979D,G,J,  1980  D,G,J);  Ylll  - CX  ( 1 951 D) ; 

Y 11 2 - 1 951 D ,F ,G , 1956D,F,  1957J,  1958G,  1960F,  1963D,  1967J,  1969D,J, 

1 970F ,G , 1 971 D ,F , 1 972F ,J , 1 973F ,G , J , 1974  All;  Y117  - CX  (1959D,F, 

1 960F ,G , 1 961 D , 1962D,  1963G,  1964  All,  1954F,G,  1 966F ,G , 1967K, 

1 968D ,F ,J , 1 969D ,F , 1 970G , J , 1 971 F ,G ,J ) ; YA117  - 1 969D ,J , 1 970D ,F , 

1971 J , 1972J , 1973D,  1974J;  YB117  - 1970F,  1971D,F,  1972D,F,  1973  All, 
1975D;  Y 1 2 1 - C;  Y1 26a  - CX  (1972D);  Y127  - C;  Y1 28  - CX  (172F);  Y129  - 
C;  Y 1 34  - C;  Y135  - C;  Y136  - C;  Y137  - C;  Y139  - 1 975D ,F ,G , 1976F; 

Y148  - 1979G. 

GERMANY  «•  SAARLAND:  Y1  to  Y4  - C. 

GERMANY,  EAST:  Y1  - 1948A,  1949A;  Y2  - CX  (1948A);  Y3  - 1948A,  1949A; 

Y4  - C;  Y5  1952  , 1953A;  Y6  - CX  (1953E);  Y7  - CX  (1953E);  Y8  - 1961, 
1964,  1968;  Y9  - 1968,  1972  ; Y10  - C to  1971  X (1970);  YAH  - 1969, 

197T;  YTT-  1958,  1968:  Y12  - 1956,  1962  , 1975;  Y13  - C;  Y68  - 1975; 

Y 1 4 - C;  Y15^~C;  Y21  - C;  YA29  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y41  - C. 

GHANA:  Y1  to  Y6  - C;  Y8  to  Y12  - C;  Y13  - 1967;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - 1967; 

Y16  - 1967;  Y17  - 1967. 

GIBRALTAR:  Fr.  5 - C;  Fr.  6 - C;  Fr.  6.2  - C;  Fr.  11  - C;  C3  - 1842/1; 

Y1  - 1967,  1970;  Y3  - C. 

GREAT  BRITAIN:  (Ceylon:  C37  - 1828  break);  (Malta:  Y2  - 1978;  Y4  - C ) ; 

Cl  7 - 1806’;  Cl  9 - 1799  plain,  1799  6 relief  gunports ; C20  - C;  C21  - C; 

C22  - 1807;  C23  - C;  C32  - 1816;  Y52  - 1821  , 1822,  1823;  C52a  - 1826, 
1830;  C54  - 1820;  C71  - 1935;  C80  - 1836;  Y1  - 1848,  1853  raised;  Y2  - 

1844,  1846,  1853,  1854;  Y5  - 1859,  1881;  Y6  - 1858;  Y9.2  - 1877;  Y16  - 

CX  (1860  tooth/bead,  1862  lg.  8,  1863,  1865  sm.  8,  1865/2,  1865/3, 

1874  normal  G's  over  horizontal  G's,  1874,  1875  sm.  date  obv.  of  1873, 

1875H  obv.  of  1873,  1876H,  1880  3 berries,  1881  4 berries,  1895);  Y17.2 

- 1961  4 berries,  1874  obv.  of  1873  w/5  berries,  1877,  1889,  1890,  1891, 
1893;  Y18.1  - 1860  bead  w/raised  lines,  1862,  1862  no  signature. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
secti on . ) 

Gadoury,  Victor.  MONNAIES  ROY ALES  FRANQAISES,  1610-1792,  Second 
edition.  Monte  Carlo:  1987.  656  pages,  illustrated;  hard-cover. 

Available  for  380  French  francs  (the  value  of  the  French  franc  on 
Feb.  1 was  U.S.  $0,164)  plus  28.90  francs  for  postage  from  Victor 
Gadoury,  38  Boulevard  des  Moulins,  MC  98000  Monte  Carlo,  Princi- 
pality of  Monaco,  Europe. 

This  edition  is  completely  revised  and  corrected  from  the  first 
edition.  About  15,000  coins  are  catalogued  with  valuations;  1,500  of 
these  were  either  not  catalogued  or  not  valued  in  the  previous 
edition . 

Mr.  Gadoury  is  a well  known  numismatic  dealer.  In  addition  to  the 
book,  he  also  offers  four  illustrated  catalogues.  The  catalogues  are 
printed  on  5-1/2  x 8 inch  pages,  and  are  bound  with  thick  plastic- 
covered  paper.  They  are: 

LISTE  ANNUELLE  NO.  55  (ANNEAL  LIST  NO.  55)  lists  35,000  coins  for 
sale  from  all  countries  from  the  Middle  Ages  to  the  present.  The  392 
page  booklet  is  priced  at  40  francs. 

LISTE  ANNUELLE  NO.  56  ( ANNUAL  LIST  NO.  56)  covers  3,000  banknotes 
that  the  firm  has  for  sale  from  many  countries.  The  110  page  booklet 
is  available  at  25  francs. 

CATALOGUE  NO.  57  offers  for  sale  1,500  mostly  silver  tokens  from  many 
countries.  More  than  500  are  illustrated.  A limited  issue  of  1,000 
hard-bound  copies  is  available  for  100  francs,  and  a stapled  copy  is 
available  for  35  francs. 

CATALOGUE  NO.  58  covers  Greek,  Roman,  and  Byzantine  coins  the  firm 
has  for  sale.  This  booklet,  now  in  preparation,  will  have  more  than 
100  pages  and  will  be  available  for  35  francs. 

Information  for  the  above  material 
was  prepared  by  Jerry  Remick. 


Romanoff,  Prince  Dimitri.  THE  ORDERS,  MEDALS  AND  HISTORY  OF 
GREECE.  223  pages;  illustrated,  some  color;  text  in  English;  hard- 
cover. The  book  is  available  for  U.S.  $24.90  plus  postage  (U.S.  $3.80 
by  surface  or  $9.95  by  airmail)  direct  from  the  publisher:  Balkan 
Heritage,  Engvej  5,  2960  Rungsted  Kyst,  Denmark. 

The  first  half  of  the  book  comprises  the  photographic  gallery  and 
concise  political  background  of  the  nation's  most  prominent  statesmen 
since  the  War  of  Independence  of  1821,  as  well  as  a selection  of 
portraits  of  the  Greek  monarchs.  Other  information  includes  a 
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detailed  historical  reference  chart,  a genealogical  table  of  the 
Royal  House  of  Greece,  a geopolitical  map  of  Greece,  the  Royal  and 
Republican  coats  of  arms,  and  finally,  in  splendid  color,  the 
national  flags  and  the  50  ribbons  of  the  Greek  decorations. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  gives  a detailed  description  of  all  Royal 
and  Republican  orders,  medals  and  decorations.  More  than  300  items 
are  catalogued,  as  well  as  a host  of  historical  information  and 
pertinent  supporting  material.  The  awards  are  exquisitely  illus- 
trated on  23  color  plates  and  in  more  than  135  black  and  white  photo- 
graphs. Many  of  the  awards  are  described  here  for  the  first  time. 

Information  from  Serge  Huard,  NLG 

*************************************  *********************************** 

CRISPUS,  SON  OF  CO NSTANTI NE  THE  GREAT 

Crispus,  the  natural  son  of  Constantine  the 
Great  and  his  first  wife  Minervina,  is  shown 
on  the  coin  illustrated  here.  The  reverse 
legend  "ALAMANNIA  DEVICTA"  refers  to  Crispus' 
suppressing  a formidable  rebellion  of  the 
Franci  and  the  Alamanni.  The  coin,  a small 
bronze,  shows  the  goddess  Victory  with  a bound 
captive  at  her  feet  and  holding  a trophy  and 
waving  a palm  branch.  These  coins  constitute 
another  proof  of  the  leading  share  taken  by 
the  heroic  but  ill-fated  young  prince  in  vanquishing  a powerful  co- 
alition of  enemies  and  compelling  them  to  acknowledge  the  supremacy 
of  Rome.  Crispus  fulfilled  the  hopes  and  objectives  of  his  imperial 
father  when  in  command  of  the  Legions  in  Gual  he  smashed  this  uprising. 
In  323  Crispus  destroyed  the  fleet  of  the  co-Emperor  Licinius  at  Galli- 
polli,  thus  securing  the  Empire  for  his  father  alone.  In  326  Crispus 
was  put  to  death  by  a rash  and  cruel  order  of  his  father's.  A false 
accusation  brought  against  him  by  his  mother-in-law  Fausta  was  the 
cause  of  his  father's  rage.  Fausta,  whose  criminal  love,  it  is  said, 
Crispus  had  repelled,  was  in  a jealous  rage  and  to  seek  revenge  told 
Constantine  that  Crispus  had  tried  to  rape  her.  Thus  the  talented 
prince  fell  victim  to  the  jealous  revenge  of  his  father's  young  wife. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

*********************************************************************** 


The  Lydian  King,  Croesus,  561-546  B.C., 
was  the  very  first  to  strike  an  inter- 
related coin  of  pure  gold  and  one  of 
pure  silver.  His  first  coins  however, 
are  of  electrum,  a natural  alloy  of 
gold  and  silver. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Bedoukian,  Paul  Z.  ARMENIAN  COIN  HOARDS  . Los  Angeles:  Armenian 
Numismatic  Society,  Special  Publication,  No.  5,  1987.  64  pages,  6 

pp.  of  plates;  card  covers;  text  in  English  and  Armenian;  printed  by 
BookCrafters,  Inc.  ISBN  0-9606842-4-7.  Available  for  $8.00  plus 
shipping. 

The  publishing  of  coin  hoards  is  not  new  in  the  field  of  numis- 
matics. In  Europe,  numerous  catalogues  have  been  issued  where  hoards 
are  described  in  detail.  However,  the  book  under  review,  strictly 
dedicated  to  cataloguing  all  known  Armenian  hoards,  is  a first  for 
Armenian  numismatics. 

Bedoukian  compiles  a bibliography  of  all  known  Armenian  coin  hoards. 
He  makes  a record  of  them  for  posterity  so  that  numismatists  and 
scholars  can  study  and  benefit  from  it. 

Fifty-one  hoards  are  catalogued  in  this  booklet.  Each  is  described 
in  English,  a table  of  obverse  and  reverse  legends  is  presented,  and 
the  description  of  the  hoard  is  given  again  in  Armenian. 

The  author  points  out  that  hoards  constitute  a prime  source  of  study 
of  coins.  He  cites  an  example  where,  because  of  examination  of  a 
large  hoard  belonging  to  late  Cilician  Armenian  period,  it  was 
possible  to  conclude  that  Levon  the  Usurper  indeed  ruled  over  Cili- 
cian Armenia  for  a period  following  Levon  IV  and  preceding  Levon  V 
Lusi gnan . 

The  intent  of  this  treatise  is  to  stimulate  interest  in  Armenian 
numismatics  and  to  encourage  numismatists  and  dealers  to  preserve 
records  of  other  hoards  before  they  are  dispersed. 

The  booklet  should  be  a valuable  asset  to  the  libraries  of  all  those 
interested  in  the  study  of  Armenian  coins. 


Sabbaghian,  Berj.  DRAMA GITAKAN  HARTS ' ER  (NUMISMA TIC  QUERIES ) . 

Edited  by  Toros  Toranian.  Aleppo,  Syria:  1986.  288  pages,  ill.; 

card  covers;  text  in  Armenian. 

On  July  12,  1982,  the  Armenian  community  of  Aleppo,  Syria,  lost  one 
of  its  numismatists,  Berj  Sabbaghian  (or  George  F.  Sabbagh).  Berj 
was  born  in  Aleppo  in  1918.  He  attended  Haigazian  school,  a local 
French  school,  and  then  attended  a school  in  London  specializing  in 
business  and  law.  In  addition  to  Armenian  and  Arabic,  he  could  speak 
French,  English,  and  German  fluently.  He  loved  history  and  numis- 
matics, which  became  his  specialty. 

His  plans  included  a book  on  Armenian  coins.  His  early  death  from  a 
heart  attack  would  not  permit  him  to  see  the  realization  of  his 
dream.  His  friend,  Toranian,  edited  and  printed  (in  Beirut)  his  book 
posthumously. 
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The  publication  is  a collection  of  Berj  Sabbaghian's  numismatic 
articles  (11),  lectures  (26),  and  correspondence  (36).  Most  of  his 
articles  and  some  of  his  lectures  were  puolished  in  various 
Armenological  periodicals.  His  correspondence  includes  letters  that 
he  has  received  from  and  written  to  contemporary  numismatists  and 
Armenol ogists . The  introduction  is  written  by  Dr.  Toros  Toranian. 
Saad  Zaghlul  al-Qawaqibi,  president  of  the  Archaeological  Society  of 
Aleppo,  has  written  the  epilogue,  which  was  published  in  Arabic  as  a 
eulogy  for  Berj  Sabbaghian  in  al-Jemehiv  , a daily  newspaper  (July 
17,  1982)  in  Aleppo. 

Dr.  Toranian  must  be  congratulated  for  offering  the  numismatic 
community  such  an  attractive  volume.  The  book  will  be  a welcome 
addition  to  the  library  of  any  collector,  numismatist,  or  scholar  who 
has  interest  in  Armenian  numismatics. 

The  above  two  books  were  reviewed 

by  Y.T.  Nercessian. 


Varis,  Tunca.  60  YEARS  OF  COINAGE  OF  TEE  TURKISH  REPUBLIC.  There  is 
no  publishing  date,  but  the  foreword  is  dated  Feb.  1984.  The  text  is 
in  Turkish  with  some  details  given  in  Spanish,  English,  and  French. 

No  price  is  quoted. 

This  is  an  updating  by  five  years  of  a similar  (and  superior)  work  of 
Coskun  and  Fisekcioglu.  The  latter,  the  long  time  secretary  of  the 
Turkish  Numismatic  Society,  has  a perfect  command  of  English.  (An 
ex-naval  officer).  The  work  is  based  on  the  earlier  works,  listed, 
and  except  for  the  post  1977  F A 0 and  Commemorative  issues,  has 
little  to  recommend  it.  All  coins  are  shown  much  enlarged,  and 
except  for  some  of  the  later  issues,  the  photos  are  very  poor,  though 
this  may  be  due,  in  part,  to  the  quality  of  paper  used.  A different 
numbering  system  is  used. 

None  of  the  Monnaie  de  Luxe  gold  coins  of  the  Republic  are  included; 
the  gold  coins  of  the  special  issues  are  listed.  Also  (as  I have 
thought  of  the  earlier  catalogs)  it  is  a pity  that  the  10,  20  and  40 
para  nickel  coins  are  not  included  as  they  were  still  in  use  when  I 
went  to  Turkey  in  1935.  However,  they  were  not  issued  by  the 
Republic,  though  they  were  legal  tender  and  saw  much  use. 

The  only  advantage  for  English  reading  collectors  that  such  a work 
would  have  over  Krause  and  Mishler's  WORLD  COINS  would  be  that  this 
work,  like  Coskun's,  lists  the  many  minor  varieties.  (See  my  own 
article  in  NIB  on  the  Republican  Coinage).  However,  they  would  be  of 
interest  only  to  the  specialist.  Most  Ottoman  issues,  by  law,  belong 
to  the  state,  so  that  a collector  has  a very  limited  field  unless  he 
plans  to  collect  for  the  state. 

The  Republican  coinage,  from  its  inception,  was  strictly  utili- 
tarian until  recently  when  the  FAO  and  commemorative  issues  began. 

If  the  whole  series  of  the  coinage  was  presented  on  quality  paper  and 
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with  first  class  photos  (both  possible  within  Turkey),  it  might 
attract  a greater  interest  among  non-Turkish  collectors. 

Reviewed  by  I.C.G.  Campbell 

********************************************************************** 
ELIZABETH  II  CORONATION  ISSUE  OF  1953 


The  1953  Coronation  issue  of  Five  Shillings  (Crown)  of  Elizabeth  II, 
showing  the  Queen  on  the  police  horse  Winston,  revived  a type  that 
had  not  been  used  since  Charles  I,  1625-1649.  The  obverse  design  was 
by  Gilbert  Ledward  and  the  unusual  reverse  with  no  legend  was  by  E. 
Fuller. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


********************************************************************** 


THE  "CORN  SUPPLY"  DENARII  OF  M.  OPELIUS  MARCRINUS 


In  218  A.D.  M.  Opelius  Macrinus  issued  denarii  with  the  reverse  of 
Annona  standing  facing  with  her  head  left,  holding  two  corn-ears  and 
a cornucopiae  and  has  a modi  us  at  her  feet.  This  type  was  to  reassure 
the  Roman  populace  of  the  continuance  of  the  corn  supply  even  in  the 
emperor's  absence. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122^  Khwarezm  200,  1000 
Roubles . Wi 1 1 anyone  with  information  on  such  coins  having  existed 
before  1982  please  contact  me. 

Donald  S.  Yarab,  360  Mathews  Road,  Boardman,  OH  44512:  WANTED  - Infor- 

mation for  manuscript  on  coinage  of  the  Slovak  Republic  (scarcity  of 
issues,  unlisted  varieties,  patterns,  off-metal  strikes,  etc.).  Any 
information  which  can  be  provided  would  be  greatly  appreciated  and 
acknowledged. 

Paul  Nadin-Davis,  302  - 225  Metcalfe  St.,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  KIN 
8V 1 : WANTED  - the  following  numismatic  periodicals,  complete  volumes 

only:  Australian  Coin  Review 3 Volumes  1-16  unbound ; C.N.A.  Bulletin 3 

Vol . 1,  No.  2 (1950);  Coin  & Medal  News  up  to  1983,  unbound ; Numismatic 
Chronicle  up  to  1958,  1975,  1980-86  unbound  or  bound  in  official  red 
cloth;  NI  Bulletin 3 Vols.  1-8  unbound ; Seaby's  Coin  & Medal  Bulletin3 
up  to  1937,  1939-1948  ($15  per  volume),  1950-1952  ($12  per  volume), 
1974,  1976-86  unbound ; Spink  Numismatic  Circular  1948-52  , 1956,  1959, 
1960,  1967-70,  1972-76,  1979-81,  unbound ; Spink  Coin  Auctions  Nos. 

49,  53;  Spink  Medal  Auction  Summer  1986. 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

information,  photos  on  Indochina  Home  Trader,  Merchant,  French  Navy 
Canteen  tokens  used  aboard  ship  only,  while  in  Indochina  waters.  They 
are  like  U.S.  Vietnam  club  tokens. 

B.  F.  Brekke,  Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal . , MEXICO:  Specialised  collector 

of  Russian  copper  coins  1700-1917  is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  of  especially  rare 
specimens . 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registrati on , if  desired.  Send  to:  NI 

Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122:  Seeking  for  collec- 

tion and  study  pre-colonial  Malay  & Indonesian  coins,  such  as  tin  hats 
& tin  lumps/loafs,  square-hole  cash  in  tin,  Singapore  merchant  tokens 
with  pierced  centre  hole  & all  regular  coinage. 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

information,  photos,  of  tokens  listed  page  192  appendix  Jean  Mazard 
French  Colonies  1953  Trang  Da  Societe  Miniere  12,  15,  17,  25,  30,  35 
Sapeques.  Hanoi:  Brasserie  of  the  star  de  etoile  20  centimes. 

Haiphong  Commercial  House.  (Hotel  Du  Commerce,  10,  20  centimes,  etc. 
Are  these  brothel,  hotel  of  ill  fame  tokens  for  the  French  navy? 


*********************************************************************** 


PIEF0RT : A piece  struck  on  a planchet  twice  or  more  the  normal  thick- 


ness. 
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